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In You Never Call, You Never Write, Joyce Antler provides an illuminating and often amusing history of
one of the best-known figures in popular culture--the Jewish Mother. Whether drawn as self-sacrificing or
manipulative, in countless films, novels, radio and television programs, stand-up comedy, and psychological
and historical studies, she appears as a colossal figure, intensely involved in the lives of her children. Antler
traces the odyssey of this compelling personality through decades of American culture. She reminds us of a
time when Jewish mothers were admired for their tenacity and nurturance, as in the early twentieth-century
image of the Yiddishe Mama, a sentimental figure popularized by entertainers such as George Jessel, Al
Jolson, and Sophie Tucker, and especially by Gertrude Berg, whose amazingly successful Molly Goldberg
ruled American radio and television for over 25 years. Antler explains the transformation of this Jewish
Mother into a brassy-voiced, smothering, and shrewish scourge (in Irving Howes words), detailing many
variations on this negative theme, from Philip Roths Portnoys Complaint and Woody Allens Oedipus Wrecks
to television shows such as The Nanny, Seinfeld, and Will and Grace. But she also uncovers a new counter-
narrative, leading feminist scholars and stand-up comediennes to see the Jewish Mother in positive terms.
Continually revised and reinvented, the Jewish Mother becomes in Antlers expert hands a unique lens with
which to examine vital concerns of American Jews and the culture at large. A joy to read, You Never Call,
You Never Write will delight anyone who has ever known or been nurtured by a Jewish Mother, and it will
be a special source of insight for modern parents. As Antler suggests, in many ways we are all Jewish
Mothers today.
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From reader reviews:

Hilary Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled You Never Call! You Never Write!: A History of the
Jewish Mother. Try to the actual book You Never Call! You Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother
as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Stephen Hancock:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This You Never Call! You Never Write!:
A History of the Jewish Mother is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Ross:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be You Never Call! You Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

David Packard:

This You Never Call! You Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having You Never Call! You Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother in your hand like having the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and



Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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