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Around the turn of the twentieth century, Vienna and Berlin were centers of scientific knowledge,
accompanied by a sense of triumphalism and confidence in progress. Yet they were also sites of fascination
with urban decay, often focused on sexual and criminal deviants and the tales of violence surrounding them.
Sensational media reports fed the prurient public’s hunger for stories from the criminal underworld: sadism,
sexual murder, serial killings, accusations of Jewish ritual child murder—as well as male and female
homosexuality.

In Violent Sensations, Scott Spector explores how the protagonists of these stories—people at society’s
margins—were given new identities defined by the groundbreaking sciences of psychiatry, sexology, and
criminology, and how this expert knowledge was then transmitted to an eager public by journalists covering
court cases and police investigations. The book analyzes these sexual and criminal subjects on three levels:
first, the expertise of scientists, doctors, lawyers, and scholars; second, the sensationalism of newspaper
scandal and pulp fiction; and, third, the subjective ways that the figures themselves came to understand who
they were. Throughout, Spector answers important questions about how fantasies of extreme depravity and
bestiality figure into the central European self-image of cities as centers of progressive civilization, as well as
the ways in which the sciences of social control emerged alongside the burgeoning emancipation of women
and homosexuals.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Violent Sensations: Sex,
Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Violent Sensations: Sex,
Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 become your own personal starter.

Robert Prather:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in
Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Violent Sensations:
Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 as good book but not only by the cover but also
with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Travis Pope:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and
Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Jennifer Valdovinos:

You can find this Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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