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“Frauenlob” was the stage name of Heinrich von Meissen (c. 1260–1318), a medieval German poet-minstrel.
A famous and controversial figure in his day, Frauenlob (meaning “praise of ladies”) exercised a strong
influence on German literature into the eighteenth century. This book introduces the poet to English-
speaking readers with a fresh poetic translation of his masterpiece, the Marienleich—a virtuosic poem of
more than 500 lines in praise of the Virgin Mary.

Barbara Newman, known for her pathbreaking translation of Hildegard of Bingen’s Symphonia, brilliantly
captures the fervent eroticism of Frauenlob’s language. More than the mother of Jesus, the Lady of
Frauenlob’s text is a celestial goddess, the eternal partner of the Trinity. Like Christ himself she is explicitly
said to have two natures, human and divine. Frauenlob lets the Lady speak for herself in an unusual first-
person text of self-revelation, crafted from the Song of Songs, the Biblical wisdom books, the Apocalypse,
and a wide array of secular materials ranging from courtly romance to Aristotelian philosophy.

Included with the book is a CD recording of the Marienleich by the noted ensemble Sequentia, directed by
Benjamin Bagby and the late Barbara Thornton. The surviving music is the composer’s own, reconstructed
from fragmentary manuscript sources. Accompanying Newman’s translation is a facing-page edition of the
German text, detailed commentary, and a critical study presenting the most thorough discussion to date of
Frauenlob’s oeuvre, social context, philosophical ideas, sources, language, music, and influence. Rescuing a
long forgotten medieval masterpiece, Frauenlob’s Song of Songs will fascinate students and scholars of the
Middle Ages as well as scholars, performers, and connoisseurs of early music.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

This Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A Medieval German Poet and His Masterpiece are usually reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A
Medieval German Poet and His Masterpiece can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A Medieval
German Poet and His Masterpiece forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Mary West:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A Medieval German Poet
and His Masterpiece can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lisa Knight:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A Medieval
German Poet and His Masterpiece book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Frauenlob's
Song of Songs: A Medieval German Poet and His Masterpiece as good book not just by the cover but also
with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Holmes:

Beside this particular Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A Medieval German Poet and His Masterpiece in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Frauenlob's Song of Songs: A Medieval German
Poet and His Masterpiece because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you



oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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