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In our wired world, visual images of military conflict and political strife are ubiquitous. Far less obvious, far
more elusive, is how we see such images, how witnessing military violence and suffering affects us. Distant
Wars Visible brings a new perspective to such enduring questions about conflict photography and other
forms of visual advocacy, whether in support of U.S. military objectives or in critique of the nation at war.

At the book’s center is what author Wendy Kozol calls an analytic of ambivalence—a critical approach to
the tensions between spectacle and empathy provoked by gazing at military atrocities and trauma. Through
this approach, Distant Wars Visible uses key concepts such as the politics of recoil, the notion of looking
elsewhere, skeptical documents, and ethical spectatorship to examine multiple visual cultural practices
depicting war, on and off the battlefield, from the 1999 NATO bombings in Kosovo to the present.

Kozol’s analysis draws from collections of family photographs, human rights photography, independent film
production, photojournalism, and other examples of war’s visual culture, as well as extensive visual evidence
of the ways in which U.S. militarism operates to maintain geopolitical dominance—from Fallujah and Abu
Ghraib to the most recent drone strikes in Pakistan.

Throughout, Kozol reveals how factors such as gender, race, and sexuality construct competing
visualizations of identity in a range of media from graphic narrative and film to conflict photography and
battlefield souvenirs—and how contingencies and contradictions in visual culture shape the politics and
ethics of witnessing.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of
Witnessing (Critical American Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Glady Curry:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of
Witnessing (Critical American Studies) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Claudia Weidner:

The book untitled Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) is the
book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical
American Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Byrnes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical
American Studies) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Distant Wars
Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies).
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