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For the house lover and the curious tourist, for the house buyer and the weekend stroller, for neighborhood
preservation groups and for all who want to know more about their community -- here, at last, is a book that
makes it both easy and pleasurable to identify the various styles and periods of American domestic
architecture.

Concentrating not on rare landmarks but on typical dwellings in ordinary neighborhoods all across the
United States -- houses built over the past three hundred years and lived in by Americans of every social and
economic background -- the book provides you with the facts (and frame of reference) that will enable you to
look in a fresh way at the houses you constantly see around you. It tells you -- and shows you in more than
1,200 illustrations -- what you need to know in order to be able to recognize the several distinct architectural
styles and to understand their historical significance. What does that cornice mean? Or that porch? That
door? When was this house built? What does its style say about the people who built it? You'll find the
answers to such questions here.

This is how the book works: Each of thirty-nine chapters focuses on a particular style (and its variants). Each
begins with a large schematic drawing that highlights the style's most important identifying features.
Additional drawings and photographs depict the most common shapes and the principal subtypes, allowing
you to see at a glance a wide range of examples of each style. Still more drawings offer close-up views of
typical small details -- windows, doors, cornices, etc. -- that might be difficult to see in full-house pictures.
The accompanying text is rich in information about each style -- describing in detail its identifying features,
telling you where (and in what quantity) you're likely to find examples of it, discussing all of its notable
variants, and revealing its origin and tracing its history.

In the book's introductory chapters you'll find invaluable general discussions of house-building materials and
techniques ("Structure"), house shapes ("Form"), and the many traditions of architectural fashion ("Style")
that have influenced American house design through the past three centuries. A pictorial key and glossary
help lead you from simple, easily recognized architectural features -- the presence of a tile roof, for example
-- to the styles in which that feature is likely to be found.

This eBook edition has been optimized for screen.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book A Field Guide to American Houses: The
Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Natalie White:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and
Understanding America's Domestic Architecture can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have
those short free time problems.

Mario Rice:

This A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's
Domestic Architecture is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Field Guide to American Houses: The
Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Michael Hollinger:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding
America's Domestic Architecture. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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