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"The Invisible Line" shines light on one of the most important, but too often hidden, aspects of American
history and culture. Sharfstein's narrative of three families negotiating America's punishing racial terrain is a
must read for all who are interested in the construction of race in the United States."
--Annette Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer Prize winning author of The Hemingses of Monticello

In America, race is a riddle. The stories we tell about our past have calcified into the fiction that we are
neatly divided into black or white. It is only with the widespread availability of DNA testing and the boom in
genealogical research that the frequency with which individuals and entire families crossed the color line has
become clear.

In this sweeping history, Daniel J. Sharfstein unravels the stories of three families who represent the
complexity of race in America and force us to rethink our basic assumptions about who we are. The Gibsons
were wealthy landowners in the South Carolina backcountry who became white in the 1760s, ascending to
the heights of the Southern elite and ultimately to the U.S. Senate. The Spencers were hardscrabble farmers
in the hills of Eastern Kentucky, joining an isolated Appalachian community in the 1840s and for the better
part of a century hovering on the line between white and black. The Walls were fixtures of the rising black
middle class in post-Civil War Washington, D.C., only to give up everything they had fought for to become
white at the dawn of the twentieth century. Together, their interwoven and intersecting stories uncover a
forgotten America in which the rules of race were something to be believed but not necessarily obeyed.

Defining their identities first as people of color and later as whites, these families provide a lens for
understanding how people thought about and experienced race and how these ideas and experiences evolved-
how the very meaning of black and white changed-over time. Cutting through centuries of myth, amnesia,
and poisonous racial politics, The Invisible Line will change the way we talk about race, racism, and civil
rights.
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From reader reviews:

Maryann Goldberg:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Invisible Line:
Three American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the
Secret Journey from Black to Whiteis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily
to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Benjamin Torres:

The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White nevertheless
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.

George Miller:

Beside this specific The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to
White in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Invisible Line: Three American
Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with
read it from currently!

Pamela Dodge:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from



Black to White we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person
must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with this book The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from
Black to White. You can more pleasing than now.
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