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In The House I Live In, award-winning historian Robert J. Norrell offers a truly masterful chronicle of
American race relations over the last one hundred and fifty years.
This scrupulously fair and insightful narrative--the most ambitious and wide-ranging history of its kind--
sheds new light on the ideologies, from white supremacy to black nationalism, that have shaped race
relations since the Civil War. For, Norrell argues, it is ideology, more than politics or economics, that has
powerfully sculpted the landscape of race in America. Beginning with Reconstruction, Norrell shows how
the democratic values of liberty and equality were infused with new meaning by Abraham Lincoln, yet soon
became meaningless for generations of African Americans, as white supremacy drove a wedge between the
races. Indeed, the heart of this book paints a vivid portrait of the long, dangerous struggle of African
Americans to defeat this pernicious mode of thought. Along the way, Norrell offers fresh and at times
controversial appraisals of figures such as Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Martin Luther King,
Jr., and dissects the ideas of racists such as novelist Thomas Dixon. Most important, he offers striking new
insights into black-white history, observing for instance that the Civil Rights movement really began as early
as the 1930s, and that contrary to much recent writing, the Cold War was a setback rather than a boost to the
quest for racial justice. He also breaks new ground on the role of popular culture and mass media in first
promoting, but later helping defeat, notions of white supremacy.
Though the struggle for equality is far from over, Norrell writes that today we are closer than ever to
fulfilling the promise of our democratic values, a promise first made by Lincoln at the battlefield of
Gettysburg.
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From reader reviews:

Brittany Belliveau:

The book The House I Live In: Race in the American Century make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The House I Live In: Race in the
American Century to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a
reserve The House I Live In: Race in the American Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Stanley Hanson:

The ability that you get from The House I Live In: Race in the American Century could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but The House I Live In: Race in the American Century giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The House I Live In:
Race in the American Century instantly.

James Martin:

The reserve with title The House I Live In: Race in the American Century has a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Staci Luton:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list is usually The House I Live In: Race in the American Century. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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