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Encompassing two hundred international movies, Douglas Messerli's Reading Films is a highly personal but
profound discussion of some of the most important cinematic achievements from the earliest of film
history—including numerous silent films—to current movies in theaters at the time of this book's
publication.

As Messerli reveals in his insightful essay, "Reading Films," his approach is not a mere evaluation of the
films he has seen nor a passive appreciation or dismissal, but a deeper look into the structures of the works,
the films' significance in society, and their directors' and actors' personal relationship to the created works.
Messerli not only "sees" the movies on which writes, but watches them over and over again, finally
"reading" them as works of poetry and fiction, evaluating and comparing them in terms of other works of art.

Yet there is nothing "academic" about Messerli's readings, written from 2000 to the present. His short essays
are filled with passionate prejudices and concerns that sometimes take him on tangents other reviewers
would not have dared. The author elucidates the contradictions and the sometimes subtle problems these
films create that might have gone unnoticed even by their creators themselves.

Writing in a lively, sometimes colloquial, occasionally idiosyncratic language, Messerli lays his heart on his
sleeve, demonstrating his loves and dislikes in the art of filmmaking. Reading Films is a work any film
lover—whether populist or admirer of art house fare—must read.

Douglas Messerli is the author numerous books of poetry, fiction, drama and prose, including the annual My
Year series.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby McCabe:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Reading Films: My International Cinema. Try to make the book
Reading Films: My International Cinema as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kathryn Mullins:

This book untitled Reading Films: My International Cinema to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Lena Lewis:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Reading Films: My International Cinema provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Mildred Timm:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Reading
Films: My International Cinema.
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