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"Brief narratives," or medieval precursors to the modern short story, are compositions couched in the form of
a tale of reasonable short length. They began with writings in Latin and, eventually, made their way into the
vernacular languages of Europe. They include the fable, the apologue, the exemplum, the saint's life, the
miracle, the biography, the adventure tale, the romance, the jest, and the anecdote, among others. In Spain,
the oldest extant brief narratives in written form are in verse and date from the late twelfth and early
thirteenth centuries. The earliest examples include La vida de Santa Maria Egipciaca and El libre dels tres
reys d'Orient. Both are concise enough to be read in one sitting and were probably read before or after meals
as entertainment.

In Pious Brief Narrative in Medieval Castilian and Galician Verse, John E. Keller studies the structure of the
pious brief narrative, including such works at the Cantigas de Santa Maria of Alfonso X and Gonzalo de
Berceo's Milagros de Nuestra Senora, among others. He examines which narrative techniques were
employed by their authors, including versification, music, and the pictorial arts as aids to narration. Using
nine basic elements?plot, setting, conflict, characterization, theme, style, effect, point of view, and mood or
tone?Keller shows how writers in medieval Spain employed more sophisticated uses of these techniques than
has previously been recognized.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Haubrich:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Pious Brief Narrative in Medieval Castilian and
Galician Verse: From Berceo to Alfonso X (Studies in Romance Languages) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Earl Sanders:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Pious Brief Narrative
in Medieval Castilian and Galician Verse: From Berceo to Alfonso X (Studies in Romance Languages) book
since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Martha Robertson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Pious Brief Narrative in Medieval Castilian and Galician Verse: From Berceo to Alfonso X (Studies
in Romance Languages), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Andy McNeil:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Pious Brief Narrative in Medieval Castilian and
Galician Verse: From Berceo to Alfonso X (Studies in Romance Languages) why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up



this book.
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