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Manga and anime inspire a wide range of creative activities for fans: blogging and contributing to databases,
making elaborate cosplay costumes, producing dôjinshi (amateur) manga and scanlations, and engaging in
fansubbing and DIY animation. Indeed, fans can no longer be considered passive consumers of popular
culture easily duped by corporations and their industrial-capitalist ideologies. They are now more accurately
described as users, in whose hands cultural commodities can provide instant gratification but also need to be
understood as creative spaces that can be inhabited, modified, and enhanced.

User Enhanced, the sixth volume of the Mechademia series, examines the implications of this transformation
from consumer to creator. Why do manga characters lend themselves so readily to user enhancement? What
are the limitations on fan creativity? Are fans simply adding value to corporate properties with their
enhancements? And can the productivity and creativity of user activities be transformed into genuine cultural
enrichment and social engagement?

Through explorations of the vitality of manga characters, the formal and structural open-endedness of
manga, the role of sexuality and desire in manga and anime fandom, the evolution of the Lolita fashion
subculture, the contemporary social critique embodied in manga like Helpman! and Ikigami, and gamer
behavior within computer games, User Enhanced suggests that commodity enhancement may lead as easily
to disengagement and isolation as to interaction, connection, and empowerment.

Contributors: Brian Bergstrom; Lisa Blauersouth; Aden Evens, Dartmouth College; Andrea Horbinski; Itô
Gô, Tokyo Polytechnic U; Paul Jackson; Yuka Kanno; Shion Kono, Sophia U, Tokyo; Thomas Lamarre,
McGill U; Christine L. Marran, U of Minnesota; Miyadai Shinji, Tokyo Metropolitan U; Miyamoto Hirohito,
Meiji U; Livia Monnet, U of Montreal; Miri Nakamura, Wesleyan U; Matthew Penney, Concordia U,
Montreal; Emily Raine; Brian Ruh; Kumiko Saito, Bowling Green State U; Rio Saitô, College of Visual
Arts, St. Paul; Cathy Sell; James Welker, U of British Columbia; Yoshikuni Igarashi, Vanderbilt U.
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From reader reviews:

Bernadine Parker:

The book Mechademia 6: User Enhanced can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Mechademia 6: User Enhanced? A few of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mechademia 6: User Enhanced has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Ogden:

The knowledge that you get from Mechademia 6: User Enhanced will be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Mechademia 6: User Enhanced giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this kind of Mechademia 6: User Enhanced instantly.

Carolyn Lew:

The book Mechademia 6: User Enhanced will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Mechademia 6: User Enhanced is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Russell Howell:

This Mechademia 6: User Enhanced is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Mechademia 6:
User Enhanced in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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