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Demonstrating that globalization is a centuries-old phenomenon, From Silver to Cocaine examines the
commodity chains that have connected producers in Latin America with consumers around the world for five
hundred years. In clear, accessible essays, historians from Latin America, England, and the United States
trace the paths of many of Latin America’s most important exports: coffee, bananas, rubber, sugar, tobacco,
silver, henequen (fiber), fertilizers, cacao, cocaine, indigo, and cochineal (insects used to make dye). Each
contributor follows a specific commodity from its inception, through its development and transport, to its
final destination in the hands of consumers. The essays are arranged in chronological order, according to
when the production of a particular commodity became significant to Latin America’s economy.
Some—such as silver, sugar, and tobacco—were actively produced and traded in the sixteenth century;
others—such as bananas and rubber—only at the end of the nineteenth century; and cocaine only in the
twentieth.

By focusing on changing patterns of production and consumption over time, the contributors reconstruct
complex webs of relationships and economic processes, highlighting Latin America’s central and interactive
place in the world economy. They show how changes in coffee consumption habits, clothing fashions, drug
usage, or tire technologies in Europe, Asia, and the Americas reverberate through Latin American
commodity chains in profound ways. The social and economic outcomes of the continent’s export experience
have been mixed. By analyzing the dynamics of a wide range of commodities over a five-hundred-year
period, From Silver to Cocaine highlights this diversity at the same time that it provides a basis for
comparison and points to new ways of doing global history.

Contributors. Marcelo Bucheli, Horacio Crespo, Zephyr Frank, Paul Gootenberg, Robert Greenhill, Mary
Ann Mahony, Carlos Marichal, David McCreery, Rory Miller, Aldo Musacchio, Laura Nater, Ian Read,
Mario Samper, Steven Topik, Allen Wells
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

The feeling that you get from From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American Commodity Chains and the Building
of the World Economy, 1500-2000 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) is the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American Commodity Chains and the Building of
the World Economy, 1500-2000 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having that From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American
Commodity Chains and the Building of the World Economy, 1500-2000 (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) instantly.

Norma Dickerson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American Commodity Chains and the Building of the World
Economy, 1500-2000 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American Commodity Chains and the
Building of the World Economy, 1500-2000 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) giving you one
more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Robert Baxter:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This From Silver to Cocaine: Latin
American Commodity Chains and the Building of the World Economy, 1500-2000 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television



programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This From Silver to Cocaine:
Latin American Commodity Chains and the Building of the World Economy, 1500-2000 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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