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In a masterly synthesis of historical and literary analysis, Giuseppe Mazzotta shows how medieval
knowledge systems--the cycle of the liberal arts, ethics, politics, and theology--interacted with poetry and
elevated the Divine Comedy to a central position in shaping all other forms of discursive knowledge. To
trace the circle of Dante's intellectual concerns, Mazzotta examines the structure and aims of medieval
encyclopedias, especially in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries; the medieval classification of knowledge;
the battle of the arts; the role of the imagination; the tension between knowledge and vision; and Dante's
theological speculations in his constitution of what Mazzotta calls aesthetic, ludic theology. As a poet, Dante
puts himself at the center of intellectual debates of his time and radically redefines their configuration. In this
book, Mazzotta offers powerful new readings of a poet who stands amid his culture's crisis and
fragmentation, one who responds to and counters them in his work. In a critical gesture that enacts Dante's
own insight, Mazzotta's practice is also a fresh contribution to the theoretical literary debates of the present.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library)
as your daily resource information.

Dawn Fernandez:

This Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library) is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Kimberly Duda:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge
(Princeton Legacy Library) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy
Library) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Karen Bergeron:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library)
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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