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In the first comprehensive study of Cleanness and its medieval contexts, Elizabeth B. Keiser shows how this
fourteenth-century religious poem legitimates erotic pleasure as natural apart from procreative justification
and thus represents a unique moment in Western culture. She argues that Cleanness sacralizes heterosexual
erotic play while condemning male homosexual love as profaning the Creator's workmanship and his nature.
To situate the poem in the context of medieval homophobic constructions of nature as the basis of sexual
norms, this book compares Cleanness's concepts of sexual desire and deviance with those its literary and
theological antecedents, including Thomas Aquinas's discourse on temperance, Alain de Lille's Complaint of
Nature, and Jean de Meun's Romance of the Rose. Cleanness is shown to be unconventionally affirmative of
loveplay and other refinements of courtly artifice. Keiser explores the broad intellectual and social
consequences of this celebration of late medieval masculine ideals and analyzes how the poet's class-specific
aesthetic sensibility underlies a theologically and ethically flawed revisionist history of the biblical Creator's
love affair with the creation. These limitations shed interesting light on Cleanness's relation to its
theologically more complex and structurally more sophisticated companion poems - Patience, Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight, and Pearl. This book is of groundbreaking importance for students of medieval
literature and religion, the history of sexuality, queer studies, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Courtly Desire and
Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts to read.

Jim Moffett:

The e-book with title Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in
`Cleanness` and Its Contexts contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Alan Durham:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book
you have read is actually Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in
`Cleanness` and Its Contexts.

Betty Norsworthy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Courtly Desire and Medieval
Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its
Contexts become your starter.
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