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In The Comedians, comedy historian Kliph Nesteroff brings to life a century of American comedy with real-
life characters, forgotten stars, mainstream heroes and counterculture iconoclasts. Based on over two
hundred original interviews and extensive archival research, Nesteroff’s groundbreaking work is a narrative
exploration of the way comedians have reflected, shaped, and changed American culture over the past one
hundred years.

Starting with the vaudeville circuit at the turn of the last century, Nesteroff introduces the first stand-up
comedian—an emcee who abandoned physical shtick for straight jokes. After the repeal of Prohibition,
Mafia-run supper clubs replaced speakeasies, and mobsters replaced vaudeville impresarios as the
comedian’s primary employer. In the 1950s, the late-night talk show brought stand-up to a wide public,
while Lenny Bruce, Mort Sahl, and Jonathan Winters attacked conformity and staged a comedy rebellion in
coffeehouses. From comedy’s part in the Civil Rights movement and the social upheaval of the late 1960s, to
the first comedy clubs of the 1970s and the cocaine-fueled comedy boom of the 1980s, The Comedians
culminates with a new era of media-driven celebrity in the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels, and the History of American
Comedy.

William Reynolds:

This book untitled The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels, and the History of American Comedy to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Albert Collins:

The book untitled The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels, and the History of American Comedy
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go
through.

Benjamin Herrera:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves,
Scoundrels, and the History of American Comedy which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.
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