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This book illustrates how a dominant political party, the Mapai, under the leadership of P.M. David Ben-
Gurion, chose to ‘hug,’ honor and commemorate ‘Her Fallen’ and ‘Her Bereaved Families,’ whilst
simultaneously ignoring the fallen that were identified with the rival political party, Herut, led by Menachem
Begin. Designing legislation and cultural policy designated for Teaching the public that those who sacrificed
themselves in the Israeli War of Independence – were Hagana Members, one of three Israeli undergrounds
movements, associated with Mapai specific ideological viewpoint. By that - the Israeli state created political
legitimacy and dominance for Mapai – which was framed as the only political party which were involved
with the struggle for national independence. "Her" fighters, battles and casualties became part of the
collective memory and national ethos. This project was implemented by refusing to acknowledge "the Other"
casualties of the Eztel and Lehi underground movements wich were ideological identified with Herut Party.
The state excluded their bereaved families from the wider official military bereavement circle and forced
them to experience "disenfranchised grief", With no access to official commemoration or to rehabilitative
support. It was only after the Likud's (ex-Herut) victory in the 1977 elections that enabled P.M. Menachem
Begin to correct this "exile from national identity" and to initiate the inclusion of "His" fighters and
casualties to the military cemeteries, to the history books and to the state commemorations, as recognizing
their families as part of the National Military Bereavement circles entitled to Honors and support.

A thought provoking study about the dark side of the Israeli nation building era, Politics of Memory explores
the politics of historiography, bereavement and military commemoration, and the confrontation over
boundaries of national pantheon, examining the effects of these factors on Israeli national identity and
politics.

With introductions by Moshe Arens, former Israeli Minister of Defense and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
and by Yehiel Kadishai, P.M. Menachem Begin’s chief of staff, this book will be of interest to students and
scholars of Israeli history; military studies; memory and heritage studies; the study of loss and bereavement,
and politics in general.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Politics of
Memory: The Israeli Underground's Struggle for Inclusion in the National Pantheon and Military
Commemoralization (Israeli History, Politics and Society) suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Politics of Memory: The Israeli Underground's
Struggle for Inclusion in the National Pantheon and Military Commemoralization (Israeli History, Politics
and Society)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Geraldine Noll:

The book Politics of Memory: The Israeli Underground's Struggle for Inclusion in the National Pantheon and
Military Commemoralization (Israeli History, Politics and Society) will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Politics of Memory: The Israeli Underground's Struggle for
Inclusion in the National Pantheon and Military Commemoralization (Israeli History, Politics and Society) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Modesto Delarosa:

The reason? Because this Politics of Memory: The Israeli Underground's Struggle for Inclusion in the
National Pantheon and Military Commemoralization (Israeli History, Politics and Society) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Donna Wright:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Politics of Memory: The



Israeli Underground's Struggle for Inclusion in the National Pantheon and Military Commemoralization
(Israeli History, Politics and Society) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Politics of Memory: The Israeli
Underground's Struggle for Inclusion in the National Pantheon and Military Commemoralization (Israeli
History, Politics and Society) become your current starter.
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