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In this comprehensive, practical, and unsettling look at computers in children's lives, Jane M. Healy, Ph.D.,
questions whether computers are really helping or harming children's development. Once a bedazzled
enthusiast of educational computing but now a troubled skeptic, Dr. Healy examines the advantages and
drawbacks of computer use for kids at home and school, exploring its effects on children's health, creativity,
brain development, and social and emotional growth.
Today, the Federal Government allocates scarce educational funding to wire every classroom to the Internet,
software companies churn out "educational" computer programs even for preschoolers, and school
administrators cut funding and space for books, the arts, and physical education to make room for new
computer hardware. It is past the time to address these issues. Many parents and even some educators have
been sold on the idea that computer literacy is as important as reading and math. Those who haven't hopped
on the techno bandwagon are left wondering whether they are shortchanging their children's education or
their students' futures. Few people stop to consider that computers, used incorrectly, may do far more harm
than good.
New technologies can be valuable educational tools when used in age-appropriate ways by properly trained
teachers. But too often schools budget insufficiently for teacher training and technical support. Likewise,
studies suggest that few parents know how to properly assist children's computer learning; much computer
time at home may be wasted time, drawing children away from other developmentally important activities
such as reading, hobbies, or creative play. Moreover, Dr. Healy finds that much so-called learning software
is more "edutainment" than educational, teaching students more about impulsively pointing and clicking for
some trivial goal than about how to think, to communicate, to imagine, or to solve problems. Some software,
used without careful supervision, may also have the potential to interrupt a child's internal motivation to
learn.
Failure to Connect is the first book to link children's technology use to important new findings about stages
of child development and brain maturation, which are clearly explained throughout. It illustrates, through
dozens of concrete examples and guidelines, how computers can be used successfully with children of
different age groups as supplements to classroom curricula, as research tools, or in family projects. Dr. Healy
issues strong warnings, however, against too early computer use, recommending little or no exposure before
age seven, when the brain is primed to take on more abstract challenges. She also lists resources for reliable
reviews of child-oriented software, suggests questions parents should ask when their children are using
computers in school, and discusses when and how to manage computer use at home. Finally, she offers a
thoughtful look at the question of which skills today's children will really need for success in a technological
future -- and how they may best acquire them.
Based on years of research into learning and hundreds of hours of interviews and observations with school
administrators, teachers, parents, and students, Failure to Connect is a timely and eye-opening examination
of the central questions we must confront as technology increasingly influences the way we educate our
children.
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From reader reviews:

Alonzo Stark:

This Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our Children's Minds--For Better and Worse book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our
Children's Minds--For Better and Worse without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our Children's
Minds--For Better and Worse can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Failure to Connect: How
Computers Affect Our Children's Minds--For Better and Worse having great arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Deanna Reed:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our Children's Minds--For Better and Worse, you
could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Billie Gould:

This Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our Children's Minds--For Better and Worse is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great
manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our
Children's Minds--For Better and Worse in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this
e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
which?



Marla Fiske:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Failure to Connect: How Computers Affect Our Children's Minds--For Better and Worse. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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