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"This is a starry love story, a tale of seething jealousies and subterfuge, a political imbroglio, and religious
cruelties. It sounds like Shakespeare and it could have very well been the plot of one of his plays."
--Toronto Star

In 1494, award-winning author Stephen R. Bown tells the untold story of the explosive feud between
monarchs, clergy, and explorers that split the globe between Spain and Portugal and made the world's oceans
a battleground.
When Columbus triumphantly returned from America to Spain in 1493, his discoveries inflamed an already-
smouldering conflict between Spain's renowned monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, and Portugal's João II.
Which nation was to control the world's oceans? To quell the argument, Pope Alexander VI—the notorious
Rodrigo Borgia—issued a proclamation laying the foundation for the Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494, an edict
that created an imaginary line in the Atlantic Ocean dividing the entire known (and unknown) world between
Spain and Portugal.
Just as the world's oceans were about to be opened by Columbus's epochal voyage, the treaty sought to limit
the seas to these two favored Catholic nations. The edict was to have a profound influence on world history:
it propelled Spain and Portugal to superpower status, steered many other European nations on a collision
course, and became the central grievance in two centuries of international espionage, piracy, and warfare.
The treaty also began the fight for "the freedom of the seas"—the epic struggle to determine whether the
world's oceans, and thus global commerce, would be controlled by the decree of an autocrat or be open to the
ships of any nation—a distinctly modern notion, championed in the early seventeenth century by the Dutch
legal theorist Hugo Grotius, whose arguments became the foundation of international law.
At the heart of one of the greatest international diplomatic and political agreements of the last five centuries
were the strained relationships and passions of a handful of powerful individuals. They were linked by a
shared history, mutual animosity, and personal obligations—quarrels, rivalries, and hatreds that dated back
decades. Yet the struggle ultimately stemmed from a young woman's determination to defy tradition and the
king, and to choose her own husband.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Vaughn:

The book untitled 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
research when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in
Half from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Shirley Morales:

Why? Because this 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Billy Shaner:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain
Divided the World in Half can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

William Jones:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book 1494: How a Family Feud in Medieval Spain Divided the World in Half was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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