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From the author of the beloved Josephine B. Trilogy, comes a spellbinding novel inspired by the true
story of a young woman who rises from poverty to become confidante to the most powerful,
provocative and dangerous woman in the 17th century French court: the mistress of the charismatic
Sun King.

1660, Paris

Claudette’s life is like an ever-revolving stage set.  From an impoverished childhood wandering the French
countryside with her family’s acting troupe, Claudette finally witnesses her mother's astonishing rise to
stardom in Parisian theaters. Working with playwrights Corneille, Molière and Racine, Claudette’s life is
culturally rich, but like all in the theatrical world at the time, she's socially scorned. 

A series of chance encounters gradually pull Claudette into the alluring orbit of Athénaïs de Montespan,
mistress to Louis XIV and reigning "Shadow Queen." Needing someone to safeguard her secrets, Athénaïs
offers to hire Claudette as her personal attendant. 

Enticed by the promise of riches and respectability, Claudette leaves the world of the theater only to find that
court is very much like a stage, with outward shows of loyalty masking more devious intentions. This
parallel is not lost on Athénaïs, who fears political enemies are plotting her ruin as young courtesans angle to
take the coveted spot in the king's bed. 

Indeed, Claudette's "reputable" new position is marked by spying, illicit trysts and titanic power
struggles. As Athénaïs, becomes ever more desperate to hold onto the King's favor, innocent love charms
move into the realm of deadly Black Magic, and Claudette is forced to consider a move that will put her own
life—and the family she loves so dearly—at risk. 

Set against the gilded opulence of a newly-constructed Versailles and the War of Theaters, THE SHADOW
QUEEN is a seductive, gripping novel about the lure of wealth, the illusion of power, and the increasingly
uneasy relationship between two strong-willed women whose actions could shape the future of France.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Shadow
Queen: A Novel. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Greta Rivera:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Shadow Queen: A Novel, you can enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Gerardo Roney:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Shadow Queen: A Novel why because the amazing
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Lisa Yang:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Shadow Queen: A Novel when you desired it?
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