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On April 6, 1922, in Paris, Albert Einstein and Henri Bergson publicly debated the nature of time. Einstein
considered Bergson's theory of time to be a soft, psychological notion, irreconcilable with the quantitative
realities of physics. Bergson, who gained fame as a philosopher by arguing that time should not be
understood exclusively through the lens of science, criticized Einstein’s theory of time for being a
metaphysics grafted on to science, one that ignored the intuitive aspects of time. The Physicist and the
Philosopher tells the remarkable story of how this explosive debate transformed our understanding of time
and drove a rift between science and the humanities that persists today.

Jimena Canales introduces readers to the revolutionary ideas of Einstein and Bergson, describes how they
dramatically collided in Paris, and traces how this clash of worldviews reverberated across the twentieth
century. She shows how it provoked responses from figures such as Bertrand Russell and Martin Heidegger,
and carried repercussions for American pragmatism, logical positivism, phenomenology, and quantum
mechanics. Canales explains how the new technologies of the period—such as wristwatches, radio, and
film—helped to shape people’s conceptions of time and further polarized the public debate. She also
discusses how Bergson and Einstein, toward the end of their lives, each reflected on his rival’s
legacy—Bergson during the Nazi occupation of Paris and Einstein in the context of the first hydrogen bomb
explosion.

The Physicist and the Philosopher is a magisterial and revealing account that shows how scientific truth was
placed on trial in a divided century marked by a new sense of time.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That
Changed Our Understanding of Time.

Michael Trumbo:

Often the book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our
Understanding of Time will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our
Understanding of Time is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein,
Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time. This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this book you can get many advantages.

Morris Whitfield:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our
Understanding of Time we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being
creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and
the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time. You can more desirable than now.
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