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The evidence at hand: an autobiography—complete with their mother’s edits—written by his brilliant and
disturbingly religious sister; a story featuring actual childhood events, but published by his mother as fiction;
the transcript of a hypnotherapy session from his adolescence; and perjured court documents hidden in a
drawer for decades. These are the clues Robin Hemley gathers when he sets out to reconstruct the life of his
older sister Nola, who died at the age of twenty-five after several years of treatment for schizophrenia.
Armed with these types of clues, Hemley quickly discovers that finding the truth in any life—even one’s
own—is a fragmented and complex task.

Nola: A Memoir of Faith, Art, and Madness is much more than a remembrance of a young woman who was
consumed her entire life by a passion for finding and understanding God; it is also a quest to understand what
people choose to reveal and conceal, and an examination of the enormous toll mental illness takes on a
family. Finally, it is a revelation of the alchemy that creates a writer: confidence in the unknowable, distrust
of the proven, tortuous devotion to the fine print in life, and sacrifice to writing itself as it plays the roles of
confessor, scourge, and creator.

Upon its first release in 1998, Nola won ForeWord’s Book of the Year Award for biography/memoir, the
Washington State Book Award for biography/memoir, and the Independent Press Book Award for
autobiography/memoir. 
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Nola: A Memoir of Faith, Art, and Madness. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book Nola: A Memoir of Faith, Art, and Madness. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Cecil Andrade:

This book untitled Nola: A Memoir of Faith, Art, and Madness to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Opal Moffett:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Nola: A Memoir of Faith, Art, and Madness can be great
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Darlene Gutierrez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Nola: A Memoir of Faith,
Art, and Madness.
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