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During the 1820s, Illinois witnessed one of the earliest and most important battles between slavery and
antislavery forces in the new American republic—one that unleashed riots, arson, and mob violence across
the state. In this deeply researched and finely argued book, James Simeone contends that the contest over
slavery in Illinois prefigured the course of national politics up to the Civil War, revealing the complexity of
the slave problem in the early republic.

In attempting to bring slavery to a free state, white migrants from southern states hoped to create a
Bottomland Republic of free and equal white yeoman farmers who could own slaves on the basis of "popular
sovereignty." Abolitionists thus found themselves allied with the governing class of "aristocrats" against the
upstart, proslavery migrants. The struggle permanently changed the state's political culture and foreshadowed
the Democratic-Whig cleavage in antebellum politics by posing questions of regional and sectional identity,
of the relation between republicanism and the market, and of the role of religion in public life.

Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois reveals the paradoxes within the quest for a democracy that also
fostered slavery. Placing early Illinois politics in the context of the national politics of the Jacksonian era, it
will appeal to readers interested in the political development of the early republic and the midwestern
frontier, the roles of race and class in constructing political identity, and the nature of liberal democracy in
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

The actual book Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Delbert Lambert:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland
Republic why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jay Klein:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The
Bottomland Republic was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Joyce Francois:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Democracy and Slavery in Frontier
Illinois: The Bottomland Republic to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The
Bottomland Republic can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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