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In the early part of the Dirty Thirties, the Canadian prairie city was a relatively safe haven. Having faced
recession before the Great War and then again in the early 1920s, municipalities already had relief
apparatuses in place to deal with poverty and unemployment. Until 1933, responsibilty for the care of the
urban poor remained with local governments, but when the farms failed that year, and the Depression
deepened, western Canadian cities suffered tremendously. Recognizing the severity of the crisis, the national
government intervened. Evolving federal programs and policies took over responsibility for the delivery of
relief to the single unemployed, while the government simultaneously withdrew financing for all public
works projects.

Setting municipal relief administrations of the 1930s within a wider literature on welfare and urban poor
relief, Strikwerda highlights the legacy on which relief policymakers relied in determining policy directions,
as well as the experiences of the individuals and families who depended on relief for their survival. Focusing
on three prairie cities—Edmonton, Saskatoon, and Winnipeg—Strikwerda argues that municipal officials
used their power to set policy to address what they perceived to be the most serious threats to the social order
stemming from the economic crisis. By analyzing the differing ways in which local relief programs treated
married and single men, he also explores important gendered dynamics at work in the response of city
administrators to the social and economic upheaval of the Depression. Probing the mindset of local elites
struggling in extraordinary circumstances, The Wages of Relief describes the enduring impact of the policy
changes made in the 1930s in the direction of a broad, national approach to unemployment—an approach
that ushered in Canada’s modern welfare system.
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From reader reviews:

Warner Samuels:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Wages of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed in Prairie
Canada, 1929-39 (Working Canadians: Books from the CCLH) has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
The Wages of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed in Prairie Canada, 1929-39 (Working Canadians: Books
from the CCLH) is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the
book The Wages of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed in Prairie Canada, 1929-39 (Working Canadians:
Books from the CCLH). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Richard Freed:

The reason? Because this The Wages of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed in Prairie Canada, 1929-39
(Working Canadians: Books from the CCLH) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Michael Watkins:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Wages of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed in Prairie Canada,
1929-39 (Working Canadians: Books from the CCLH) this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Christopher Arnold:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Wages of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed
in Prairie Canada, 1929-39 (Working Canadians: Books from the CCLH) to make your personal reading is



interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Wages
of Relief: Cities and the Unemployed in Prairie Canada, 1929-39 (Working Canadians: Books from the
CCLH) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of that time.
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