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SECDEF offers an expert’s insights into one of the most difficult jobs in Washington. Of the twenty-one
men who have held the post of secretary of defense since it was created in 1947, only half served more than
eighteen months. The first, James Forrestal, committed suicide soon after leaving the Pentagon. Seven of his
successors were fired or allowed to resign gracefully after losing the confidence of the president. Many left
frustrated and disappointed, while few retained the celebrity and esteem they held while in office. One
observer has called the job “the graveyard of political ambitions.”

Charles A. Stevenson, who as a national security adviser to four U.S. senators has seen several defense
secretaries in action, examines the unique challenges of this office to learn why the failure rate has been so
high. SECDEF focuses on how the secretary performs in the broader world of national security
policymaking, how he handles civil-military relations in planning strategy and wars, how he functions on the
National Security Council and deals with the president and secretary of state, and how well he performs as a
politician, especially in dealing with Congress. In office, Charles Stevenson finds, these men have tended to
fall into one of the three general roles for executing such responsibilities: revolutionaries, firefighters, or, the
most common role, team players. Stevenson analyzes each type for its defining characteristics and evaluates
individual secretaries. This book will appeal to defense professionals and students alike and to readers
interested in American defense and foreign policy who want to learn more about the important role often
played by the person informally labeled the SECDEF.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific SECDEF: The Nearly Impossible Job of Secretary
of Defense to read.

Bobbie Burke:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the SECDEF: The Nearly
Impossible Job of Secretary of Defense is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Hope Giles:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. SECDEF: The Nearly Impossible Job of Secretary of Defense can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Allen Grimm:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
SECDEF: The Nearly Impossible Job of Secretary of Defense when you needed it?
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