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Higher education is in trouble. Commentators of all stripes bemoan escalating costs and diminishing quality.
Solutions have been offered from all quarters, but tend to be piecemeal and all too often ideological. In this
tough-minded look at the history, current climate, and future of university education in the United States,
Melvyn L. Fein reexamines the mission of higher education and outlines what institutions can do to better
prepare students for an ever more complex techno-commercial society.

Fein argues that students must have the opportunity to explore and discover what works for them, and that
the most important tool for institutions of higher education is self-direction. Professors must be allowed to
teach in their own ways, bringing their own experience into the classroom. Since university missions differ,
both universities and professors need the freedom to make decisions independently.

The imminent need is for a "democratic elite" consisting of self-directed leaders who possess technical and
social expertise, as well as personal motivation. The tools for change are appropriate curricula, communities
of learners, and a genuine marketplace of ideas. While there is no magic bullet, Fein contends that we can
and should build on the achievements of the past so as to evolve more responsive educational
institutions—those that promote merit, responsibility, and universalism.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Cason:

Typically the book Redefining Higher Education: How Self-Direction Can Save Colleges will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Redefining Higher Education: How Self-
Direction Can Save Colleges is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jacqueline Bull:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Redefining Higher
Education: How Self-Direction Can Save Colleges that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Redefining Higher Education: How Self-Direction Can
Save Colleges become your personal starter.

Bobbi Wilkinson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Redefining Higher Education: How Self-Direction Can Save Colleges can make
you sense more interested to read.

Carl Guerra:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Redefining Higher Education: How Self-Direction Can Save Colleges we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Redefining Higher
Education: How Self-Direction Can Save Colleges. You can more pleasing than now.
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