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There was the sound of a single bullet, and then . . . a deafening barrage of gunfire and explosions. There
were, literally, thousands of bullets in the air at once, and more tracers streaking across the sky than there
were stars overhead. It was a miracle that most of us weren’t killed instantly.

Staff Sergeant Salvatore, “Sal,” Giunta was the first living person to receive the Medal of Honor—the
highest honor presented by the U.S. military—since the conclusion of the Vietnam War. In Living with
Honor, this hero who maintains he is “just a soldier” tells us the story of the fateful day in Afghanistan that
led to his receiving the unique honor. With candor, insight, and humility, Giunta not only recounts the
harrowing events leading up to when he and his company fell under siege, but also illustrates the
empowering, invaluable lessons he learned.

As a seventeen-year-old teen working at Subway, Giunta was like any other kid trying to figure out which
step to take next with his life after graduating from high school. When Giunta walked into the local Army
recruiting center in his hometown, he just wanted a free T-shirt. But when he walked out, his curiosity had
been piqued and he enlisted in the Army.

Deployed to Afghanistan, Giunta soon learned from the more seasoned soldiers how “different” this war was
compared to others that America had fought. Stationed with the 173rd Airborne Brigade near the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border in the Korengal Valley— also known as the “Valley of Death”—Giunta and his
company were ambushed by Taliban insurgents. Giunta went into action after seeing that his squad leader
had fallen. Exposing himself to blistering enemy fire, Giunta charged toward his squad leader and
administered first aid while he covered him with his own body. Though Giunta was struck by the relentless
barrage of bullets, he engaged the enemy and then attempted to reach additional wounded soldiers. When he
realized that yet another soldier was separated from his unit, he advanced forward. Discovering two rebels
carrying away a U.S. soldier, Giunta killed one insurgent and wounded the other, and immediately provided
aid to the injured soldier. More than just a remarkable memoir by a remarkable person, Living with Honor is
a powerful testament to the human spirit and all that one can achieve when faced with seemingly impossible
obstacles.

***

The President clasps the medal around my neck. Applause fills the room. But I know it’s not for me alone. I
look at my mom and dad. I look at Brennan’s parents and I look at Mendoza’s. And I try to communicate to
Brennan and Mendoza wordlessly: This is for you . . . and for everyone who has fought and died. For
everyone who has made the ultimate sacrifice. I am not a hero. I’m just a soldier.

—Salvatore A. Giunta, from Living with Honor
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Parker:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Living with Honor: A Memoir has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
e-book Living with Honor: A Memoir is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship while using book Living with Honor: A Memoir. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Lorraine Edler:

The e-book untitled Living with Honor: A Memoir is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Living with Honor: A Memoir from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Gregory Richards:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, the book you have read is definitely Living with Honor: A Memoir.

Thomas Manna:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Living with Honor: A Memoir was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Living with Honor: A Memoir has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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