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In 1904, the first Scandinavian settlers moved onto the Spirit Lake Dakota Indian Reservation. These land-
hungry immigrants struggled against severe poverty, often becoming the sharecropping tenants of Dakota
landowners. Yet the homesteaders' impoverishment did not impede their quest to acquire Indian land, and by
1929 Scandinavians owned more reservation acreage than their Dakota neighbors. Norwegian homesteader
Helena Haugen Kanten put it plainly: "We stole the land from the Indians."

With this largely unknown story at its center, Encounter on the Great Plains brings together two dominant
processes in American history: the unceasing migration of newcomers to North America, and the protracted
dispossession of indigenous peoples who inhabited the continent.

Drawing on fifteen years of archival research and 130 oral histories, Karen V. Hansen explores the epic
issues of co-existence between settlers and Indians and the effect of racial hierarchies, both legal and
cultural, on marginalized peoples. Hansen offers a wealth of intimate detail about daily lives and community
events, showing how both Dakotas and Scandinavians resisted assimilation and used their rights as new
citizens to combat attacks on their cultures. In this flowing narrative, women emerge as resourceful agents of
their own economic interests. Dakota women gained autonomy in the use of their allotments, while
Scandinavian women staked and "proved up" their own claims.

Hansen chronicles the intertwined stories of Dakotas and immigrants-women and men, farmers, domestic
servants, and day laborers. Their shared struggles reveal efforts to maintain a language, sustain a culture, and
navigate their complex ties to more than one nation. The history of the American West cannot be told
without these voices: their long connections, intermittent conflicts, and profound influence over one another
defy easy categorization and provide a new perspective on the processes of immigration and land taking.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Turner:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the
Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a book Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers
and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Barbara Lewis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the book untitled Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota
Indians, 1890-1930 can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jennifer Newhouse:

This Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-
1930 is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian
Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930 in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt this?

Joseph Mack:

Beside this Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians,
1890-1930 in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Encounter on the Great Plains:



Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930 because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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