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For nearly eighteen centuries, two fundamental spatial plans dominated Christian architecture: the basilica
and the central plan. In the 1880s, however, profound socio-economic and technological changes in the
United States contributed to the rejection of these traditions and the development of a radically new worship
building, the auditorium church. When Church Became Theatre focuses on this radical shift in evangelical
Protestant architecture and links it to changes in worship style and religious mission.

The auditorium style, featuring a prominent stage from which rows of pews radiated up a sloping floor, was
derived directly from the theatre, an unusual source for religious architecture but one with a similar goal-to
gather large groups within range of a speaker's voice. Theatrical elements were prominent; many featured
proscenium arches, marquee lighting, theatre seats, and even opera boxes.

Examining these churches and the discussions surrounding their development, Jeanne Halgren Kilde focuses
on how these buildings helped congregations negotiate supernatural, social, and personal power. These
worship spaces underscored performative and entertainment aspects of the service and in so doing
transformed relationships between clergy and audiences. In auditorium churches, the congregants' personal
and social power derived as much from consumerism as from piety, and clerical power lay in dramatic
expertise rather than connections to social institutions. By erecting these buildings, argues Kilde, middle
class religious audiences demonstrated the move toward a consumer-oriented model of religious
participation that gave them unprecedented influence over the worship experience and church mission.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Lee:

This When Church Became Theatre: The Transformation of Evangelical Architecture and Worship in
Nineteenth-Century America book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That When Church Became
Theatre: The Transformation of Evangelical Architecture and Worship in Nineteenth-Century America
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry When Church Became Theatre: The Transformation of Evangelical Architecture and
Worship in Nineteenth-Century America can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This When Church
Became Theatre: The Transformation of Evangelical Architecture and Worship in Nineteenth-Century
America having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Ramona Wegener:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The When Church Became Theatre: The
Transformation of Evangelical Architecture and Worship in Nineteenth-Century America is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Andrew Murphy:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be When Church Became Theatre: The Transformation of Evangelical Architecture and Worship in
Nineteenth-Century America.

Eunice Nunn:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in



the top checklist in your reading list is definitely When Church Became Theatre: The Transformation of
Evangelical Architecture and Worship in Nineteenth-Century America. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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