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The operas of Jean-Baptiste Lully and Philippe Quinault, created between 1673 and 1686, were so successful
that special ordinances were passed to control the crowds that flocked to the performances. Quinault's libretti
were widely published and eagerly discussed; in the history of French classicism there is no other author
whose plays were performed so frequently or who was so generously remunerated. For this reason the
standard account of French culture during the reign of Louis XIV is seriously incomplete. This book--the
first in English on Quinault and the first comprehensive study in any language of these libretti--begins with
an introduction that situates them in the context of French classicism. After a chapter devoted to the
prologues that begin each opera, the eleven chapters which follow--one on each libretto--include a discussion
of traditional literary elements such as performance history, plot, characterization, and style supplemented by
a second section devoted to an issue that is more specific to musical theater. The concluding chapter
summarizes what opera can tell us about French classicism and explores in more depth some of the key
theoretical issues, namely representation, imitation, and recognition. This volume will appeal to a broad
spectrum of readers, specialists in seventeenth-century French theater, musicologists, music lovers who are
interested in early opera, and those whose research focuses on the interrelationship of music and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

The event that you get from Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of
French Classicism is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Touched by the Graces:
The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Touched by the Graces: The
Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism instantly.

Anna Chew:

The book untitled Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French
Classicism contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice learn.

Edward Trotta:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the
Context of French Classicism. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Millie Goodman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of
Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of
French Classicism has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading that.
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