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Three young Native American sisters and their mother board a bus bound for Los Angeles, leaving home as
part of a 1950s government mandate to relocate reserve Indians to urban centres. This assimilationist policy
was one focus of Métis playwright Marie Clements’s research when she was commissioned to create a new
play for the tenth anniversary of the Native Voices series at the Autry National Center, Los Angeles.

Clements dramatizes the emotional, psychological, and social repercussions of this, and subsequent,
bureaucratic incursions into the girls’ lives. Their arrival in California takes a tragic turn when their mother
is suddenly killed, and the girls are arbitrarily placed in different foster homes, never to see each other again.

We follow Janey, Miranda, and Jessie as they lead very disparate adult lives: Janey, a troubled vagrant;
Miranda, a burgeoning actress fighting typecasting in Hollywood; Jessie, an idealist physician who’s married
to a medical colleague. As it was bureaucratic policy that had dismantled their secure family unit and sent
each girl into the unknown, so too did a government paper ultimately bring them together, if only
symbolically. Clements casts the sisters’ narrative against the backdrop of another historical injustice: the
forced sterilization of thousands of Native women in the 1970s, a practice that was only abolished in 1981.

Clements’s play is a compelling, and poetic, investigation of the coldly bureaucratic machinations that have,
throughout history, attempted to facilitate the disappearance of Native people. Though Tombs of the
Vanishing Indian focuses on specific policies and locations, it speaks eloquently to broader themes of
Aboriginal displacement. There are, indeed, echoes of Canadian policy aimed at the dissolution of First
Nations families and culture: the potlatch ban, residential schools, and the ban on Native language, whose
profoundly damaging ramifications are our shared legacy.

Cast of 4 women and 3 men.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Parra:

This Tombs of the Vanishing Indian book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Tombs of the Vanishing Indian without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Tombs of the Vanishing Indian can bring when
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Tombs of the Vanishing Indian having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Abbott:

The reason why? Because this Tombs of the Vanishing Indian is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you
a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Chris Holmes:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Tombs of the Vanishing
Indian that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
it is possible to pick Tombs of the Vanishing Indian become your current starter.

Helen Scott:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Tombs of the Vanishing Indian this reserve consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some



research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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