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Stalin was the unchallenged dictator of the Soviet Union for so long that most historians have dismissed the
officials surrounding him as mere yes-men and political window dressing. On Stalin’s Team overturns this
view, revealing that behind Stalin was a group of loyal men who formed a remarkably effective team with
him from the late 1920s until his death in 1953.

Drawing on extensive original research, Sheila Fitzpatrick provides the first in-depth account of this inner
circle and their families, vividly describing how these dedicated comrades-in-arms not only worked closely
with Stalin, whom they both feared and admired, but also constituted his social circle. Readers meet the wily
security chief Beria, whom the rest of the team quickly had executed following Stalin’s death; Stalin’s
number-two man, Molotov, who continued on the team even after his wife was arrested and exiled; the
charismatic Ordzhonikidze, who ran the country’s industry with entrepreneurial flair; Andreev, who traveled
to provincial purges while listening to Beethoven on a portable gramophone; and Khrushchev, who finally
disbanded the team four years after Stalin’s death. Among the book’s surprising findings are that Stalin
almost always worked with the team on important issues and that after his death the team managed a brilliant
transition to a reforming collective leadership.

Taking readers from the cataclysms of the Great Purges and World War II to the paranoia of Stalin’s final
years, On Stalin’s Team paints an entirely new picture of Stalin within his milieu—one that transforms our
understanding of how the Soviet Union was ruled during much of its existence.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take On Stalin's Team: The Years of Living Dangerously in Soviet Politics as the
daily resource information.

Fannie Garcia:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be On Stalin's Team: The Years of Living Dangerously in
Soviet Politics why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Michelle Bachman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is On Stalin's Team: The Years of Living Dangerously in Soviet Politics this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Kayla France:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like On Stalin's Team: The Years of Living
Dangerously in Soviet Politics which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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