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When in 1969 the NBA sought an emblem for the league, one man was chosen above all as the icon of his
sport: Jerry West. Silhouetted in white against a red-and-blue backdrop, West’s signature gait and left-
handed dribble are still the NBA logo, seen on merchandise around the world.

    In this marvelous book—the first biography of the basketball legend—award-winning reporter and author
Roland Lazenby traces Jerry West’s brilliant career from the coalfields near Cabin Creek, West Virginia, to
the bare-knuckled pre-expansion era of the NBA, from the Lakers’ Riley-Magic-Kareem Showtime era to
Jackson–Kobe–Shaq teams of the early twenty-first century, and beyond.

But fame was not all glory.

Called “Mr. Clutch,” West was an incomparable talent—flawless on defense, possessing unmatched court
vision, and the perfect jumper, unstoppable when the game was on the line. Beloved and respected by fans
and fellow players alike, West was the centerpiece of Lakers teams that starred such players as Elgin Baylor
and Wilt Chamberlain, and he went on to nine NBA Finals. Yet in losing eight of those series, including six
in a row to the detested Boston Celtics, West became as famous for his failures as for his triumphs. And that
notoriety cast long shadows over West’s life on and off the court. 
 
Yet as the author discovered through scores of exclusive interviews with West’s teammates, colleagues, and
family members, West channeled the frustration of his darkest moments into a driving force that propelled
his years as an executive. And in this capacity, the success that often eluded West on the court has enabled
him to reach out to successive generations of players to enrich and shape the sport in immeasurable ways.

Though sometimes overshadowed by flashier peers on the court, Jerry West nevertheless stands out as the
heart and soul of a league that, in fifty years, has metamorphosed from a regional sideshow into a global
phenomenon. And in Jerry West, Roland Lazenby provides the ultimate story of a man who has done more
to shape basketball than anyone on the planet. 
 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Jerry West: The Life
and Legend of a Basketball Icon to read.

Irma Huges:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Jerry
West: The Life and Legend of a Basketball Icon.

Curtis Graham:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Jerry West: The Life and Legend of a Basketball Icon your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get prior to. The Jerry West: The Life and Legend of a Basketball Icon giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Kristen Wright:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Jerry West: The Life and Legend of a
Basketball Icon book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Jerry West: The Life
and Legend of a Basketball Icon as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one



publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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