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"From the cry of a tiny insect, one can hear the sound of a vast world...."

So begins Zhang Daye’s preface to The World of a Tiny Insect, his haunting memoir of war and its
aftermath. In 1861, when China’s devastating Taiping rebellion began, Zhang was seven years old. The
Taiping rebel army occupied Shaoxing, his hometown, and for the next two years, he hid from Taiping
soldiers, local bandits, and imperial troops and witnessed gruesome scenes of violence and death. He lost
friends and family and nearly died himself from starvation, illness, and encounters with soldiers on a
rampage.

Written thirty years later, The World of a Tiny Insect gives voice to this history. A rare premodern Chinese
literary work depicting a child’s perspective, Zhang’s sophisticated text captures the macabre images,
paranoia, and emotional excess that defined his wartime experience and echoed through his adult life. The
structure, content, and imagery of The World of a Tiny Insect offer a carefully constructed, fragmented
narrative that skips in time and probes the relationships between trauma and memory, revealing both history
and its psychic impact. Xiaofei Tian’s annotated translation includes an introduction that situates The World
of a Tiny Insect in Chinese history and literature and explores the relevance of the book to the workings of
traumatic memory.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book The World of a Tiny Insect: A Memoir of the Taiping Rebellion and Its
Aftermath had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The World of a Tiny Insect: A Memoir
of the Taiping Rebellion and Its Aftermath is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with all the book The World of a Tiny Insect: A Memoir of the Taiping Rebellion and Its Aftermath. You
never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Tanya Nolan:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The World of a Tiny Insect: A
Memoir of the Taiping Rebellion and Its Aftermath book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Jill Williams:

Typically the book The World of a Tiny Insect: A Memoir of the Taiping Rebellion and Its Aftermath has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Nicole Floyd:

This The World of a Tiny Insect: A Memoir of the Taiping Rebellion and Its Aftermath is fresh way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The World of a
Tiny Insect: A Memoir of the Taiping Rebellion and Its Aftermath can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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