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For readers of Three Cups of Tea; Eat, Pray, Love; and Wild comes the inspiring story of an ordinary
American family that embarks on an extraordinary journey. Wide-Open World follows the Marshall family
as they volunteer their way around the globe, living in a monkey sanctuary in Costa Rica, teaching English in
rural Thailand, and caring for orphans in India. There’s a name for this kind of
endeavor—voluntourism—and it might just be the future of travel.
 
Oppressive heat, grueling bus rides, backbreaking work, and one vicious spider monkey . . . Best
family vacation ever!
 
John Marshall needed a change. His twenty-year marriage was falling apart, his seventeen-year-old son was
about to leave home, and his fourteen-year-old daughter was lost in cyberspace. Desperate to get out of a rut
and reconnect with his family, John dreamed of a trip around the world, a chance to leave behind, if only just
for a while, routines and responsibilities. He didn’t have the money for resorts or luxury tours, but he did
have an idea that would make traveling the globe more affordable and more meaningful than he’d ever
imagined: The family would volunteer their time and energy to others in far-flung locales.
 
Wide-Open World is the inspiring true story of the six months that changed the Marshall family forever.
Once they’d made the pivotal decision to go, John and his wife, Traca, quit their jobs, pulled their kids out of
school, and embarked on a journey that would take them far off the beaten path, and far out of their comfort
zones.
 
Here is the totally engaging, bluntly honest chronicle of the Marshalls’ life-altering adventure from Central
America to East Asia. It was no fairy tale. The trip offered little rest, even less relaxation, and virtually no
certainty of what was to come. But it did give the Marshalls something far more valuable: a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to conquer personal fears, strengthen family bonds, and find their true selves by helping
those in need. In the end, as John discovered, he and his family did not change the world. It was the world
that changed them.

Praise for Wide-Open World
 
“Marshall’s use of rich details locates readers firmly in each time and place, enabling them to sense the
adventure, wonder and joy he experienced in his surroundings and in watching his children grow into
hardworking, more responsible teens, as well as the frustrations and disappointments he and his family
inevitably encountered along the way. A great armchair adventure that should inspire others to consider
voluntourism as a way to help others and see the world.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Each new location combines beautiful scenery with a dose of sentiment, a good deal of humor, and some
heartfelt consideration of the human condition. . . . His philosophy may not fit everyone and the ending is
bittersweet, but this is an enticing call to service.”—Publishers Weekly
 



“Wide-Open World is an adventure made up of countless small moments of human connection. It’s an
armchair travelogue that may well inspire you to do good off the beaten path.”—BookPage

“For anyone who has ever imagined what it would be like to pack up, unplug, pull the kids out of school, and
travel around the world, this volunteer adventure is your ticket. Wide-Open World will move, engage, and
inspire you, even if you never leave the couch.”—Christina Baker Kline, #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Orphan Train

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Paisley:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Wide-Open World: How Volunteering
Around the Globe Changed One Family's Lives Forever will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Charles Towns:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Wide-Open World: How Volunteering Around
the Globe Changed One Family's Lives Forever can be very good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Bradley Cox:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Wide-Open World: How Volunteering Around the Globe
Changed One Family's Lives Forever why because the great cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Monique Hightower:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wide-Open World: How Volunteering
Around the Globe Changed One Family's Lives Forever can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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