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During his four years in the White House, Abraham Lincoln received between 250 and 500 letters a
day—not only correspondence from public officials, political allies, and military leaders but from ordinary
Americans of all races who never knew the president yet nonetheless felt the urge to share their views with
him.

Harold Holzer, the editor of Dear Mr. Lincoln: Letters to the President, dips once again into Lincoln’s
bulging mailbag to assemble and annotate a volume of letters, many of them never-before-published, that the
American people wrote to their president during the Civil War—correspondence that offered praise,
criticism, advice, threats, abuse, and appeals for help and for special favors from men and women throughout
the country.

Significantly, this collection may be more representative of the mood of the country at the time than Lincoln
might have known; it includes letters from black Americans, originally routed to the War Department’s
Colored Troops Bureau, that Lincoln never saw. Ed D. Jennings, who simply wanted clarification of his
status, writes: "Some Reckon and others guess But what I wish to know is this, what do you mean to do with
us Col[ore]d population are we to suffer and our enemies reap or can we Reap now I was brought up a
farmer and if I can have a hut in my own native land and a little help that will suffice me."

"At a single reading," Holzer notes in his preface, Lincoln’s staff "might handle: requests for political
appointments (they might come from an ex-President, a New York archbishop, even Lincoln’s own
minister); suggestions for how better to manage the war; requests for autographs, locks of hair, and personal
appearances; presumptuous political advice; rhymes, hymns, epistles—and on one occasion, sixteen pages of
vicious abuse in verse—from amateur poets; and gifts and tokens that included food, drink, clothing,
pictures, and sculptures."

Holzer has rescued these voices—sometimes eloquent, occasionally angry, often poignant, at times
poetic—from the obscurity of the archives of the Civil War. The letters, of course, speak for themselves, but
Holzer’s introduction and annotations provide historical context for events and people described as well as
for those who wrote so passionately to their president in Lincoln’s America.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Arnett:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Lincoln Mailbag: America Writes to the President, 1861-1865 why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Mary Cox:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. The Lincoln Mailbag: America Writes to the President, 1861-1865 can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Susan Negri:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book The Lincoln Mailbag: America Writes to the President, 1861-1865 was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Donald Oakes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Lincoln Mailbag: America
Writes to the President, 1861-1865.
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