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The seeds of irreverent humour that inspired the likes of The Wayne and Shuster Hour and Monty Python
were sown in the trenches of the First World War, and The Dumbells—concert parties made up of fighting
soldiers—were central to this process. Soldiers of Song tells their story.

Lucky soldiers who could sing a song, perform a skit, or pass as a “lady,” were taken from the line and put
onstage for the benefit of their soldier-audiences. The intent was to bolster morale and thereby help soldiers
survive the war.

The Dumbells’ popularity was not limited to troop shows along the trenches. The group managed a run in
London’s West End and became the first ever Canadian production to score a hit on Broadway. Touring
Canada for some twelve years after the war, the Dumbells became a household name and made more than
twenty-five audio recordings. If nationhood was won on the crest of Vimy Ridge, it was the Dumbells who
provided the country with its earliest soundtrack. Pioneers of sketch comedy, the Dumbells are as important
to the history of Canadian theatre as they are to the cultural history of early-twentieth-century Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Woodrow Harker:

The guide untitled Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World
War is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian
Concert Parties of the First World War from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jessica Nakagawa:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other
Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Soldiers of Song: The
Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War become your own starter.

Kirsten Ferguson:

The book untitled Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World
War contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Dixie Jones:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and
Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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