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Mourning the death of loved ones and recovering from their loss are universal human experiences, yet the
grieving process is as different between cultures as it is among individuals. As late as the 1960s, the Wari'
Indians of the western Amazonian rainforest ate the roasted flesh of their dead as an expression of
compassion for the deceased and for his or her close relatives. By removing and transforming the corpse,
which embodied ties between the living and the dead and was a focus of grief for the family of the deceased,
Wari' death rites helped the bereaved kin accept their loss and go on with their lives. Drawing on the
recollections of Wari' elders who participated in consuming the dead, this book presents one of the richest,
most authoritative ethnographic accounts of funerary cannibalism ever recorded. Beth Conklin explores
Wari' conceptions of person, body, and spirit, as well as indigenous understandings of memory and emotion,
to explain why the Wari' felt that corpses must be destroyed and why they preferred cannibalism over
cremation.
Her findings challenge many commonly held beliefs about cannibalism and show why, in Wari' terms, it was
considered the most honorable and compassionate way of treating the dead. Beth A. Conklin is Associate
Professor of Anthropology and Religious Studies at Vanderbilt University.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Farrell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in
an Amazonian Society had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Consuming Grief: Compassionate
Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with all the book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian
Society. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Brenda Fairfax:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an
Amazonian Society it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book features high quality.

Richard Daniels:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Janie Williams:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society when
you needed it?
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