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Exerpt from the Financial Times Comment & Analysis: Europe takes on reform of the welfare state: A
new study indicates that while the UK has transformed its social policies, the rest of Europe has been
far from idle -

`[A] stimulating new book on European welfare states [Welfare States under Pressure] suggests that the view
of Britain as the only great welfare state reformer is overstated. And it adds that the game across Europe is
about to change….

This new study argues that, particularly in the late 1990s, there has been more reform in the rest of Europe
than is appreciated in the UK. And that Europe as a whole is on the cusp of much greater changes….

Certainly in France and possibly in Germany, the study judges, the traditional power balance between
government, employers, unions and welfare providers has shifted such that government may be able to
impose much more drastic measures... In the UK, by contrast, the impact of EU institutions may in some
areas mean a degree of levelling up - as in healthcare.

The most intriguing question is how far reformed welfare states will retain the social cohesion they are
designed to produce. So far, even in the UK, they have proved remarkably resilient - adapting to changing
needs rather than being "rolled back". This study's verdict on the issue is "don't know". But so much change
is on the way, it says, that "the past is unlikely to be a good guide to the future"' - Nicholas Timmins, The
Financial Times

Welfare States under Pressure provides a timely and comprehensive review of welfare policy-making in
Europe. The text compares the different ways in which welfare states have responded to similar pressures
over recent years, and considers how welfare is likely to develop in the future.

This work:

· provides up to date accounts of welfare development in Finland, Sweden, France, Germany, Switzerland,
Spain and the United Kingdom.



· explores how similar pressures can lead to different responses due to different policy-making mechanisms
in each of the seven different countries

· contains chapters written by leading national experts

· written accessibly, and tightly edited, with each chapter following the same conceptual structure.

This volume takes a fresh approach in its analysis of the future of the welfare state in Europe. It suggests that
opportunities for radical change in welfare systems are now opening up, and that there will be little
continuity between the future and the past/present of the welfare system in Europe.

Welfare States under Pressure is invaluable to undergraduate students in social policy, European studies
and politics, and will also be of great use to other social science students interested in Europe and its future
development.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Ybarra:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Welfare States under Pressure
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Welfare States under Pressure is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Welfare States under Pressure. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sylvia Dozier:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Welfare States under Pressure book is readable through you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Welfare
States under Pressure content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Welfare States under Pressure is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Yates:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Welfare States under Pressure e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Welfare States under Pressure as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Lloyd Gilbert:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Welfare States under Pressure when you essential it?
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