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The astonishing, hitherto unknown truths about a disease that transformed the United States at its
birth

A horrifying epidemic of smallpox was sweeping across the Americas when the War of Independence began,
and yet we know almost nothing about it. Elizabeth A. Fenn is the first historian to reveal how deeply variola
affected the outcome of the war in every colony and the lives of everyone in North America.

By 1776, when military action and political ferment increased the movement of people and microbes, the
epidemic worsened. Fenn's remarkable research shows us how smallpox devastated the American troops at
Québec and kept them at bay during the British occupation of Boston. Soon the disease affected the war in
Virginia, where it ravaged slaves who had escaped to join the British forces. During the terrible winter at
Valley Forge, General Washington had to decide if and when to attempt the risky inoculation of his troops.
In 1779, while Creeks and Cherokees were dying in Georgia, smallpox broke out in Mexico City, whence it
followed travelers going north, striking Santa Fe and outlying pueblos in January 1781. Simultaneously it
moved up the Pacific coast and east across the plains as far as Hudson's Bay.

The destructive, desolating power of smallpox made for a cascade of public-helath crises and heartbreaking
human drama. Fenn's innovative work shows how this mega-tragedy was met and what its consequences
were for America.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Roemer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of
1775-82 to read.

Richard Forbes:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82 book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Pox
Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82 content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you still thinking Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82 is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Audrey Patton:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82 can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Frances Stone:

This Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82 is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Pox
Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82 can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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