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Pharsalia, a plantation located in piedmont Virginia at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, is one of the
best-documented sites of its kind. Drawing on the exceptionally rich trove of papers left behind by the
Massie family, Pharsalia's owners, this case study demonstrates how white southern planters paradoxically
relied on capitalistic methods even as they pursued an ideal of agrarian independence. Lynn A. Nelson also
shows how the contradictions between these ends and means would later manifest themselves in the southern
conservation movement.

Nelson follows the fortunes of Pharsalia's owners, telling how Virginia's traditional extensive agriculture
contributed to the soil's erosion and exhaustion. Subsequent attempts to balance independence and
sustainability through a complex system of crop rotation and resource recycling ultimately gave way to an
intensive, slave-based form of agricultural capitalism.

Pharsalia could not support the Massies' aristocratic ambitions, and it was eventually parceled up and sold
off by family members. The farm's story embodies several fundamentals of modern U.S. environmental
thought. Southerners' nineteenth-century quest for financial and ecological independence provided the
background for conservationists' attempts to save family farming. At the same time, farmers' failure to
achieve independence while maximizing profits and crop yields drove them to seek government aid and
regulation. These became some of the hallmarks of conservation efforts in the New Deal and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Scott:

Here thing why this Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880
(Environmental History and the American South) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History
and the American South) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no book that similar with Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern
Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the
American South) in e-book can be your alternative.

Charles Melendez:

Typically the book Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880
(Environmental History and the American South) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern
Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Bruce Hardin:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pharsalia: An Environmental
Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South) can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Cassandra Harvey:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880
(Environmental History and the American South) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with



your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a
Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South). You can more pleasing
than now.
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