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Following the journey of eight bargain store objects, Alison Hulme reveals the complex story behind
society's simplest and cheapest commodities. Inspired by Walter Benjamin's Arcades Project, On the
Commodity Trail explores the colourful and fascinating histories of everyday objects.

Along the way, we observe raw materials on municipal rubbish dumps in China, newly re-made products in
the world's largest wholesale market, and take a journey across the seas, to bargain stores in Europe and
North America, arriving finally in the homes of consumers. Weaving together narratives from the people we
meet at different parts of the commodity chain – waste peddlers, wholesalers, store owners, and shoppers –
the book examines the places and people at the heart of these localized yet immense global networks.

Unlike other investigations of commodity chains, this study does not chart a straightforward trajectory from
production to consumption. Instead, it demonstrates that the low-end commodity chain is one of constant
rupture in which products are made and re-made, blurring the dividing line between producing and
consuming.

An ethnography of material culture as well as an examination of commodity culture at a time of economic
downturn, this deeply-engrossing book makes a unique contribution to our understanding of commodity
chains and consumer culture.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This On the Commodity Trail: The Journey of a
Bargain Store Product from East to West is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eric Graves:

The particular book On the Commodity Trail: The Journey of a Bargain Store Product from East to West will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book On the Commodity
Trail: The Journey of a Bargain Store Product from East to West is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lillian Tobias:

Beside this kind of On the Commodity Trail: The Journey of a Bargain Store Product from East to West in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have On the Commodity Trail: The Journey of a Bargain
Store Product from East to West because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Matthew McDaniel:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and On the Commodity Trail: The Journey of a
Bargain Store Product from East to West or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes On the Commodity Trail: The
Journey of a Bargain Store Product from East to West to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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