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Examines John Dewey’s ideas in the context of evolutionary theory.

John Dewey was the first philosopher to recognize that Darwin’s thesis about natural selection not only
required us to change how we think about ourselves and the life forms around us, but also required a
markedly different approach to philosophy. Evolution’s First Philosopher shows how Dewey’s arguments
arose from his recognition of the continuity of natural selection and mindedness, from which he developed
his concept of growth. Growth, for Dewey, has no end beyond itself and forms the basis of a naturalized
theory of ethics. While other philosophers gave some attention to evolutionary theory, it was Dewey alone
who saw that Darwinism provides the basis for a naturalized theory of meaning. This, in turn, portends a new
account of knowledge, ethics, and democracy. To clarify evolution’s conception of natural selection, Jerome
A. Popp looks at brain science and examines the relationship between the genome and experience in terms of
the contemporary concepts of preparedness and plasticity. This research shows how comprehensive and
penetrating Dewey’s thought was in terms of further consequences for the philosophical method entailed by
Darwin’s thesis. Dewey’s foresight is further legitimated when Popp places his work within the context of
the current thought of Daniel Dennett.

“This carefully researched and highly readable volume opens up the kernel of one of Dewey’s brightest
ideas: his appropriation of Darwin for philosophy. From Dawkins to Dennett, and from genetics to the
genesis of norms, Jerome Popp expertly presents a Dewey who is able to hold his own as a major player in a
wide range of contemporary debates.” — Larry A. Hickman, The Center for Dewey Studies, Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale

Jerome A. Popp is Professor Emeritus at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville and the author of
Cognitive Science and Philosophy of Education: Toward a Unified Theory of Learning and Teaching and
Naturalizing Philosophy of Education: John Dewey in the Postanalytic Period.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Brumfield:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Evolution's First Philosopher:
John Dewey and the Continuity of Nature (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology). All type of book can
you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Carla Spiegel:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Evolution's
First Philosopher: John Dewey and the Continuity of Nature (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology), you
could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Mary Grubb:

The e-book untitled Evolution's First Philosopher: John Dewey and the Continuity of Nature (SUNY series
in Philosophy and Biology) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Evolution's First
Philosopher: John Dewey and the Continuity of Nature (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Bonnie Wilson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Evolution's First Philosopher: John Dewey and the
Continuity of Nature (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology) can give you a lot of good friends because
by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Evolution's First Philosopher: John Dewey and



the Continuity of Nature (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology).
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