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It seems odd that today, as the nations of Eastern Europe restore diplomatic ties to Israel, the Vatican still
refuses to have normal relations with it. But, as Sergio Minerbi writes in this fascinating account, the Papacy
has been consistently hostile to Zionism since before the First World War.
Drawing on many unpublished documents from diplomatic archives, Minerbi brings to light the little-known
role of the Vatican in relation both to the Great Powers and the Zionists in the early years of the twentieth
century. Engaged in a complex balancing act involving the Ottoman rulers of Palestine, rival Christian
churches (both Eastern Orthodox and Protestant), and the conflicting claims of Catholic countries with
regard to the Protectorate over the Holy Places, the Vatican looked with dismay on the possibility of a
Protestant British mandate--especially after the 1917 Balfour Declaration, which declared Whitehall's
sympathy with Zionist aspirations. To the Vatican, a British mandate was disturbing, but a Jewish state was
anathema.
Vatican opposition to the formation of a Jewish homeland stemmed largely from traditional Christian anti-
Semitism, which in modern times took the form of an equation of Zionism with Bolshevism, and ancient
theological doctrines regarding Judaism. In 1904, the Zionist leader Theodor Herzl obtained an audience
with Pope Pius X in the hope of persuading the pontiff to support the establishment of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. Herzl's hopes were dashed: the Pope's response to his requests was "Non possumus"--"We
cannot." In 1917 Pius X's successor, Pope Benedict XV, received a later Zionist leader, Nahum Sokolow,
with more courtesy, but displayed an equally sturdy refusal to support a Jewish state. The Zionists, who had
pronounced themselves ready to respect the sanctity of the Holy Places, mistakenly believed that the Vatican
would be satisfied with control over individual sites, rather than territory.
The Vatican's bid for control over the territory encompassing the Holy Places ultimately failed. The
international commission on the Holy Places it had hoped for was never formed, and it was not invited to
attend the 1920 Sanremo conference, which decided the fate of Palestine. The Vatican, acting on the same
fundamental policy, still refuses to establish diplomatic relations with the state of Israel. Intensively
researched and trenchantly argued, The Vatican and Zionism sheds important new light on a critical but
neglected episode in the history of Zionism and the Roman Catholic Church.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

The book untitled The Vatican and Zionism: Conflict in the Holy Land, 1895-1925 (Studies in Jewish
History) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Vatican and
Zionism: Conflict in the Holy Land, 1895-1925 (Studies in Jewish History) from the publisher to make you a
lot more enjoy free time.

Nancy Reese:

This The Vatican and Zionism: Conflict in the Holy Land, 1895-1925 (Studies in Jewish History) is great
guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Vatican and Zionism: Conflict in the Holy Land, 1895-1925 (Studies in
Jewish History) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt which?

Mary Killgore:

The book untitled The Vatican and Zionism: Conflict in the Holy Land, 1895-1925 (Studies in Jewish
History) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order
it. Have a nice study.

Mac Cutter:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be exactly
added. This e-book The Vatican and Zionism: Conflict in the Holy Land, 1895-1925 (Studies in Jewish
History) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big



benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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