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The end of apartheid in 1994 signaled a moment of freedom and a promise of a nonracial future. With this
promise came an injunction: define yourself as you truly are, as an individual, and as a community. Almost
two decades later it is clear that it was less the prospect of that future than the habits and horizons of anxious
life in racially defined enclaves that determined postapartheid freedom. In this book, Thomas Blom Hansen
offers an in-depth analysis of the uncertainties, dreams, and anxieties that have accompanied postapartheid
freedoms in Chatsworth, a formerly Indian township in Durban. Exploring five decades of township life,
Hansen tells the stories of ordinary Indians whose lives were racialized and framed by the township, and how
these residents domesticated and inhabited this urban space and its institutions, during apartheid and after.

Hansen demonstrates the complex and ambivalent nature of ordinary township life. While the ideology of
apartheid was widely rejected, its practical institutions, from urban planning to houses, schools, and religious
spaces, were embraced in order to remake the community. Hansen describes how the racial segmentation of
South African society still informs daily life, notions of race, personhood, morality, and religious ethics. He
also demonstrates the force of global religious imaginings that promise a universal and inclusive community
amid uncertain lives and futures in the postapartheid nation-state.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South
Africa. Try to make book Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa as
your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

William Nelson:

The book Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa to become your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve Melancholia of Freedom:
Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Linda Mays:

Here thing why that Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an
Indian Township in South Africa giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township
in South Africa. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian
Township in South Africa in e-book can be your substitute.

Gary Muldowney:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of



book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa will give you new
experience in looking at a book.
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