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Traditional historiography describes the repartimiento de mercancías as a forced system of production and
consumption in which officials of the Spanish crown compelled Mexican Indians to produce goods
marketable in the Spanish economy and to purchase expensive and undesired Spanish products. The author
challenges this conventional portrayal of Indian-Spanish economic relations by arguing that Indian market
behavior was economically rational and voluntary. He further argues that the repartimiento was an
institution designed to overcome market imperfections inherent in Mexico’s colonial economy and to
facilitate the extension of credit in a cross-cultural environment.Examining repartimiento production of
cochineal, a dyestuff produced exclusively by Oaxacan Indians and representing Mexico’s most valued
export after silver, this study shows that Indians produced cochineal for the market voluntarily because it
provided them with needed income. The primary role of the repartimiento was to provide Mexico’s
indigenous peasantry with credit, without which they could not have participated in the market as extensively
as they did. Owing to the difficulty of collecting debts, credit provision was monopolized by agents of the
Crown, the alcaldes mayores, who alone possessed the legal leverage needed to enforce the payment of
debts. Though Spanish officials profited from the repartimiento, their economic gains were not so great as
traditionally believed.Overall, the book demonstrates that Mexican Indians were much more actively
engaged in the market than customarily imagined, and were adept at promoting their interests despite the
discriminating policies of colonialism. The book rounds out its account of the repartimiento by examining
the transatlantic trade in cochineal, especially in its late colonial decline.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Lutz:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A
Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-
1821 (Social Science History) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A
Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-
1821 (Social Science History) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento
and Spanish-Indian Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-1821 (Social Science History). You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Bill Dildy:

This Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian
Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-1821 (Social Science History) are generally reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Indians, Merchants, and
Markets: A Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian Economic Relations in Colonial
Oaxaca, 1750-1821 (Social Science History) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock
your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A
Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-
1821 (Social Science History) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Hughes:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A
Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-
1821 (Social Science History) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Wanda Hardin:

The particular book Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A Reinterpretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-
Indian Economic Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750-1821 (Social Science History) has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after scanning this book.
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