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In this illuminating and deeply moving memoir, a former American military intelligence officer goes beyond
traditional Cold War espionage tales to tell the true story of her family—of five women separated by the Iron
Curtain for more than forty years, and their miraculous reunion after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Forty Autumns makes visceral the pain and longing of one family forced to live apart in a world divided by
two. At twenty, Hanna escaped from East to West Germany. But the price of freedom—leaving behind her
parents, eight siblings, and family home—was heartbreaking. Uprooted, Hanna eventually moved to
America, where she settled down with her husband and had children of her own.

Growing up near Washington, D.C., Hanna’s daughter, Nina Willner became the first female Army
Intelligence Officer to lead sensitive intelligence operations in East Berlin at the height of the Cold War.
Though only a few miles separated American Nina and her German relatives—grandmother Oma, Aunt
Heidi, and cousin, Cordula, a member of the East German Olympic training team—a bitter political war kept
them apart.

In Forty Autumns, Nina recounts her family’s story—five ordinary lives buffeted by circumstances beyond
their control. She takes us deep into the tumultuous and terrifying world of East Germany under Communist
rule, revealing both the cruel reality her relatives endured and her own experiences as an intelligence officer,
running secret operations behind the Berlin Wall that put her life at risk.

A personal look at a tenuous era that divided a city and a nation, and continues to haunt us, Forty Autumns is
an intimate and beautifully written story of courage, resilience, and love—of five women whose spirits could
not be broken, and who fought to preserve what matters most: family.

Forty Autumns is illustrated with dozens of black-and-white and color photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Adams:

The book Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Iron Curtain can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a good thing like a book Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides
of the Iron Curtain? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Forty Autumns: A
Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Iron Curtain has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Velez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of
Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Iron Curtain is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Burton Zinn:

The reserve with title Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Iron
Curtain has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Kelsey Jimenez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Iron



Curtain can make you experience more interested to read.
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