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Though debates over immigration have waxed and waned in the course of American history, the importance
of immigrants to the nation's identity is imparted in civics classes, political discourse, and television and
film. We are told that the United States is a "nation of immigrants," built by people who came from many
lands to make an even better nation. But this belief was relatively new in the twentieth century, a period that
saw the establishment of immigrant quotas that endured until the Immigrant and Nationality Act of 1965.
What changed over the course of the century, according to historian Robert L. Fleegler, is the rise of
"contributionism," the belief that the newcomers from eastern and southern Europe contributed important
cultural and economic benefits to American society.

Early twentieth-century immigrants from southern and eastern Europe often found themselves criticized for
language and customs at odds with their new culture, but initially found greater acceptance through an
emphasis on their similarities to "native stock" Americans. Drawing on sources as diverse as World War II
films, records of Senate subcommittee hearings, and anti-Communist propaganda, Ellis Island Nation
describes how contributionism eventually shifted the focus of the immigration debate from assimilation to a
Cold War celebration of ethnic diversity and its benefits—helping to ease the passage of 1960s immigration
laws that expanded the pool of legal immigrants and setting the stage for the identity politics of the 1970s
and 1980s. Ellis Island Nation provides a historical perspective on recent discussions of multiculturalism and
the exclusion of groups that have arrived since the liberalization of immigrant laws.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth
Century (Haney Foundation Series).

Judith Lea:

This Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney
Foundation Series) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Ellis Island Nation:
Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) without we
realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation
Series) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American
Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Kristopher Sutherland:

Here thing why that Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century
(Haney Foundation Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Ellis Island
Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth
Century (Haney Foundation Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American
Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) in e-book can be your substitute.



Adam Blandford:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Ellis Island Nation: Immigration
Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) is simple bringing you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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