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In 1836, the murder of a young prostitute made headlines in New York City and around the country,
inaugurating a sex-and-death sensationalism in news reporting that haunts us today. Patricia Cline Cohen
goes behind these first lurid accounts to reconstruct the story of the mysterious victim, Helen Jewett.

From her beginnings as a servant girl in Maine, Helen Jewett refashioned herself, using four successive
aliases, into a highly paid courtesan. She invented life stories for herself that helped her build a sympathetic
clientele among New York City's elite, and she further captivated her customers through her seductive
letters, which mixed elements of traditional feminine demureness with sexual boldness.

But she was to meet her match--and her nemesis--in a youth called Richard Robinson. He was one of an
unprecedented number of young men who flooded into America's burgeoning cities in the 1830s to satisfy
the new business society's seemingly infinite need for clerks. The son of an established Connecticut family,
he was intense, arrogant, and given to posturing. He became Helen Jewett's lover in a tempestuous affair and
ten months later was arrested for her murder. He stood trial in a five-day courtroom drama that ended with
his acquittal amid the cheers of hundreds of fellow clerks and other spectators.

With no conviction for murder, nor closure of any sort, the case continued to tantalize the public, even
though Richard Robinson disappeared from view. Through the Erie Canal, down the Ohio and the
Mississippi, and by way of New Orleans, he reached the wilds of Texas and a new life under a new name.
Through her meticulous and ingenious research, Patricia Cline Cohen traces his life there and the many
twists and turns of the lingering mystery of the murder. Her stunning portrayals of Helen Jewett, Robinson,
and their raffish, colorful nineteenth-century world make vivid a frenetic city life and sexual morality whose
complexities, contradictions, and concerns resonate with those of our own time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Murder of Helen Jewett. Try to make the book The Murder of
Helen Jewett as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Tenesha Little:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take The Murder of Helen Jewett as your daily resource information.

Robin Norfleet:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Murder of Helen Jewett this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Maas:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Murder of Helen Jewett
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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