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The election of Pope Francis in March 2013 marked an important moment within the Roman Catholic
Church, a moment of continuities and discontinuities. On the one hand he is the first Latin American and the
first Jesuit to be elected to lead his Church; on the other hand he provides continuity through a focus on the
needs of the poor that goes back to John XXIII and Vatican II. A traditional thinker, theologically speaking,
since being elected he has spoken repeatedly of the need for the Church to be poor and to serve the poor.
This is the first biography of the Pope to analyse his life and thought in the light of both Argentinean history
and the original Spanish texts of his writings, speeches and homilies. Written by a world authority on Latin
American religion and politics, Pope Francis looks at Bergoglio’s development as a Jesuit and as a bishop
from a Latin American perspective, relating his actions and homilies to the ecclesial developments in Latin
America since Vatican II. Thus, important markers are the Bishop’s conferences of Medellin, Puebla, Santo
Domingo and Aparecida, as well as the controversy surrounding his actions during the Argentinean ‘dirty
war’ when the military junta ruled Argentina in the 1970s and 80s. Francis is a Latin American and as Pope
he is better understood personally, intellectually and theologically by using a frame of reference that
examines his role within the changes in the Roman Catholic Church in Latin America over the past 50 years.
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From reader reviews:

Rolanda Parker:

This Pope Francis: His Life and Thought usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Pope Francis: His Life and Thought can be among the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might
be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Pope Francis: His Life and
Thought giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lana Alvis:

The reason? Because this Pope Francis: His Life and Thought is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Matthew Hood:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this
kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Pope Francis: His Life and Thought provide you with new
experience in studying a book.

Eula Johnson:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Pope Francis: His Life and Thought to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve Pope Francis: His Life and Thought can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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