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The scene of John Wilkes Booth shooting Abraham Lincoln in Ford’s Theatre is among the most vivid and
indelible images in American history. The literal story of what happened on April 14, 1865, is familiar:
Lincoln was killed by John Wilkes Booth, a lunatic enraged by the Union victory and the prospect of black
citizenship. Yet who Booth really was—besides a killer—is less well known. The magnitude of his crime has
obscured for generations a startling personal story that was integral to his motivation.

My Thoughts Be Bloody, a sweeping family saga, revives an extraordinary figure whose name has been
missing, until now, from the story of President Lincoln’s death. Edwin Booth, John Wilkes’s older brother
by four years, was in his day the biggest star of the American stage. He won his celebrity at the precocious
age of nineteen, before the Civil War began, when John Wilkes was a schoolboy. Without an account of
Edwin Booth, author Nora Titone argues, the real story of Lincoln’s assassin has never been told. Using an
array of private letters, diaries, and reminiscences of the Booth family, Titone has uncovered a hidden history
that reveals the reasons why John Wilkes Booth became this country’s most notorious assassin.

These ambitious brothers, born to theatrical parents, enacted a tale of mutual jealousy and resentment worthy
of a Shakespearean tragedy. From childhood, the stage-struck brothers were rivals for the approval of their
father, legendary British actor Junius Brutus Booth. After his death, Edwin and John Wilkes were locked in a
fierce contest to claim his legacy of fame. This strange family history and powerful sibling rivalry were the
crucibles of John Wilkes’s character, exacerbating his political passions and driving him into a life of
conspiracy.

To re-create the lost world of Edwin and John Wilkes Booth, this book takes readers on a panoramic tour of
nineteenth-century America, from the streets of 1840s Baltimore to the gold fields of California, from the
jungles of the Isthmus of Panama to the glittering mansions of Gilded Age New York. Edwin, ruthlessly
competitive and gifted, did everything he could to lock his younger brother out of the theatrical game. As he
came of age, John Wilkes found his plans for stardom thwarted by his older sibling’s meteoric rise. Their
divergent paths—Edwin’s an upward race to riches and social prominence, and John’s a downward spiral
into failure and obscurity—kept pace with the hardening of their opposite political views and their mutual
dislike.

The details of the conspiracy to kill Lincoln have been well documented elsewhere. My Thoughts Be Bloody
tells a new story, one that explains for the first time why Lincoln’s assassin decided to conspire against the
president in the first place, and sets that decision in the context of a bitterly divided family—and nation. By
the end of this riveting journey, readers will see Abraham Lincoln’s death less as the result of the war
between the North and South and more as the climax of a dark struggle between two brothers who never
wore the uniform of soldiers, except on stage.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

The book My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to
an American Tragedy can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry
Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between
Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Jeannine Ricks:

This My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an
American Tragedy book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of My
Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American
Tragedy without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't be worry My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That
Led to an American Tragedy can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This My Thoughts Be Bloody:
The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lisa Shumaker:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John
Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with My Thoughts Be
Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking My Thoughts Be
Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



James Newman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and
John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.
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