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Many studies of Congress hold that congressional leaders are "agents" of their followers, ascertaining what
legislators agree on and acting to advance those issues rather than stepping to the forefront to shape national
policy or the institution they lead. Randall Strahan has long argued that this approach to understanding
leadership is incomplete. Here he demonstrates why and explores the independent contributions leaders
make in congressional politics.

Leading Representatives is a study that draws on both historical and contemporary cases to show how
leaders in the U.S. House have advanced changes inside Congress and in national policy. Exploring the
tactics, tenure, and efficacy of the leadership of three of the most colorful and prominent Speakers of the
House -- Henry Clay, Thomas Reed, and Newt Gingrich -- Strahan finds that these men, though separated in
time and of differing thought and actions, were all leaders willing to take political risks to advance goals they
cared about deeply. As a result, each acted independently of his followers to alter the political landscape.
Strahan makes use of a wide range of resources, including the former representatives' papers and
correspondence and interviews with Gingrich and his staffers, to demonstrate how these important leaders
influenced policy and politics and where they ran aground.

In expounding lessons Strahan has gleaned over two decades of studying U.S. legislative politics, Leading
Representatives offers a new theoretical framework -- the conditional agency perspective -- that effectively
links contextual perspectives as applied to congressional leadership with those emphasizing characteristics of
individual leaders. This engagingly written book will be of interest to political scholars of all stripes as well
as readers inclined to learn more about the history and inner workings of the House.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sudduth:

The event that you get from Leading Representatives (Interpreting American Politics) could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Leading Representatives (Interpreting American
Politics) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind
of Leading Representatives (Interpreting American Politics) instantly.

Jenni Roberts:

This book untitled Leading Representatives (Interpreting American Politics) to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

John Burns:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Leading
Representatives (Interpreting American Politics) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Leading Representatives (Interpreting American Politics) giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Walter Blankenship:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Leading Representatives (Interpreting American Politics) this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some



exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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